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Outline of presentation

• Features of the Manila Bay Area 
Environmental Atlas

• Impacts
• Challenges



Objectives

• To enhance stakeholders’
awareness and knowledge on 
various natural resources and 
‘engineered’ structures and 
facilities, the current 
environmental status and 
impacts of different uses and 
users to the environment and to 
the people.

• To provide information for policy-
making, planning, monitoring 
and overall management of the 
Manila Bay area 



Manila Bay Area 
Environmental Atlas

• Collection of data in thematic and 
composite maps, tables and graphs
– Physical
– Biological
– Socioeconomic

• Identifies environmental issues 
• Printed and GIS format
• Prepared by the Manila Bay Area 

Information Network and PEMSEA
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IMPACTS

Increased awareness and enhanced knowledgeIncreased awareness and enhanced knowledge

Improved performanceImproved performance

Improved managementImproved management



Increased awareness and knowledge

• Local governments
• Libraries of various universities
• Funding institutions
• Government agencies
• Non-governmental organizations
• Private sector



Enhanced performance

• Mapping of environmentally critical areas in support to the 
conduct of EIA
– Areas declared by law as national parks, watershed reserves, 

wildlife preserves, and sanctuaries
– Areas set aside as aesthetic, potential tourist spots
– Areas which constitute the habitat for any endangered or 

threatened species of indigenous Philippine Wildlife (flora and 
fauna)

– Areas of unique historic, archeological, geological, or scientific 
interests

– Areas which are traditionally occupied by cultural communities or 
tribes



Enhanced performance

• Mapping of 
environmentally critical 
areas in support to EIA 
process
– Areas frequently visited 

and or hard-hit by natural 
calamities

– Areas classified as prime 
agricultural lands

– Recharge areas of aquifers
– Water bodies
– Mangrove Areas
– Coral Reefs 



Enhanced performance

• Environmental assessment of Manila Bay and 
other water bodies in relation to aquaculture 

• Assessment of the flooded areas during typhoon 
Ondoy



Improved planning

Bataan 
Integrated 
Land and 
Coastal Sea-
use Zoning 
Scheme



Improved policies

Integrated land-and water-use zoning in Abucay, Bataan



Improved planning and policymaking

Oil spill contingency 
planning



Identification of new projects

• Flood control project in Cavite
• Rehabilitation of the Laguna de Bay



Summary

• The Manila Bay Area Environmental Atlas 
has been a useful input in various activities 
related to the management of Manila Bay 
Area

• It has increased awareness of stakeholders 
on the values and issues confronting the 
area

• It has facilitated planning process and 
policy formulation



Challenges

• Updating data and facilities regularly
• Distribution and communicating to wider 

audience
• Sustaining the Manila Bay Area Information 

Network
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