GEF MARINE POLLUTION PREVENTION AND
MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME DRAWS STRONG
REGIONAL SUPPORT IN EAST ASIA

BRepresentatives of the 11 East Asian countries and
donor agencies expressed their full support to the regional
efforts being made to prevent and manage marine pollution
in the East Asian seas. The overwhelming endorsement was
made during the second meeting of the Programme Steering
Committee (PSC) of the GEF/UNDP/IMO Regional
Programme for the Prevention and

Japan and Thailand, Malacca Strait Council, International
Development Research Centre (IDRC), Coastal
Management Center, Swedish International Development
Agency (Sida), ASEAN-Canada Cooperative Frogramme on
Marine Science Phase Il, the Global Ocean Observation
System/Health of the Ocean, and the Japan Association for

Management of Marine Pollution in
the East Asian Seas (MPP-EAS), held
in Phuket, Thailand, in December 11-
13;:1995.

The participants to the
meeting adopted long-term strategies
to combat marine pollution through
the application of integrated
management approaches, strengthening
of the risk assessment and management
approaches in congested straits and
semienclosed seas, ratification and
implementation of international
marine - pollution conventions,
pollution monitoring programs, and
capacity-building. They also
recommended the development of a
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workplan to strengthen the partnership
between the public and private
sectors.

The PSC is composed of representatives from the
Mational Focal Points of the 11 participating countries of
the MPP-EAS: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Democratic
People's Republic of Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, People's
Republic of China, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The Committee sets
the policy direction, provides guidance and strategies in
the implementation of activities, and reviews and approves
the annual workplan of the Programme.

There were 19 delegates from the participating
countries, Other participants came from IMO-London,
PDMO-Manila, UNDP Head Office in New York, Regional
Office in Bangkok, and Country Office in Manila. There
were also nine observers representing the governments of

the Prevention of Marine Accidents.

The second PSC meeting was hosted by the Royal
Government of Thailand, represented by the Honorable
Deputy Minister of Transport and Communications, Mr.
Chaiyapak Siriwat, who gave the keynote address. Mr
Vichet Rojanadhamkul, Deputy Director General of
Thailand's Harbour Department, welcomed the participants.
Mr. Oleg Khalimonov, Director of IMO-London's Marine
Environment Division, and Mr. Kevin McGrath, Resident
Representative for the Philippines and Principal Project
Resident Representative, also delivered statements. The
meeting was chaired by Mr. McGrath with Mr.
Rojanadhamkul as co-chairman and Mr. Robert Jara
(Philippines) as rapporteur.

The Third PSC will be held in Malaysia in
December 1996. B



INVITATION TO JAPAN AS A PARTICIPATING COUNTRY

At the second PSC meeting, the participants
also unanimously recommended to extend an invitation
to the government of Japan to join the Programme as a
participating country. At the following tripartite review,

mmendati further endorsed and the

as requested to personally
1on 10 the government ol _|c1[_‘.l.¢!f‘
e. The delegates from Japan,

representing the Embassy of Japan in Thailand, Malacca

: eneral of IMO
send the official
in behalf of the Prog

Strait Council, and the Japan Association for the
Prevention of Marine Accidents, positively considered
the invitation and promised to respond officially after
examing the invitation.

The invitation was made in recognition of Japan's
significant contributions to the region. Japan is a major
user state of the seas of East Asia; and it has been active
[ s maritime projects, including marine pollution
prevention along the Malacca Straits. |

DR. NAY HTUN'S ADDRESS T0 THE
SECOND PSC MEETING

. Nay Htun, Assistant Secretary-General of
the UN and UNDP-Asia and Pacific Bureau Assistant
Administrator and Regional Director, stressed the
importance of the coastal zone to the sustainability of
human activities. Citing recent statistics, he said that
60 percent of the global population live within 65 kms
from the coastline which, by the year 2020, will increase
to 80 percent within 80 kms from the coastlines, and of
the 15 most populated cities in Asia and the Pacific
region, 13 are situated along the coastlines.

Dr Htun challenged the participants to increase
their efforts in protecting the coastal areas and to
manage their development, both for economic and
ecological sustainability. He congratulated the
Programme Manager, the staff, and the participating
countries for the progress and achievements made in
the MPP-EAS' first two years of operation. And, he
emphasized the urgency to continue building upon this
foundation in 1996 and beyond.

The following are the four key considerations
cited by Dr. Htun in order to ensure a successful
program:

l. Sharing of information and data to determine
the true state of the coastal environment. He urged
the participating countries to use the regional networks
to access and share data, disseminate information to
individuals and institutions (which may not be directly
involved in the Programme), and utilize information to
the best advantage for sustainable development in the
coastal zone.

B Harmonization of monitoring and analytical
measurement techniques throughout the region to
achieve a basic capacity in all countries as soon as
possible, This involves the capacity to compare results
from country to country and does not necessarily

involve the standardization of technigues and practices
across the region.

3 Establishment of Programme indicators which are
both measurable and recognizable. It is necessary to
demaonstrate, by measurement, that marine environment
quality is improving in the region and that economic
benefits (e.g., enhanced fish catches; development and
strengthening tourist industry) are increasing as a result
of the Programme's initiatives. Efforts should be geared
toward the translation of physical, chemical, and
biological parameters of marine guality into economic
parameters and benefits in order to gain maximum
political impact.

4, Cetting the right message to the national
governments and the private sector, particularly during
the Regional Conference on Sustainable Financing of
Marine Pollution Prevention and Management
Programme scheduled in November 1996. Participating
countries and the Programme are urged to focus on
practical issues and trends which will illustrate the
existing and potential benefits of sustainable financing
in order to attract additional financial resources and
commitments from both public and private sectors,

In addition, Dr. Htun signified his personal interest
on the Regional Programme. He mentioned that the
formulation of the Asia and Pacific Country Programme
in the next cycle (1997) is at present being
conceptualized. UMNDP headquarters support the link
of the Country Programmes and the Regional Programme.

Finally, he advised the Committee of the
importance of intercountry linkages through the
Programme's capacity-building intiatives and
encouraged the participating countries to submit
appropriate proposals to UNDP regarding “intercountry
projects”. |
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A BUSY 1996 AHEAD

Another important activity in the second PSC meeting
was the review of the Programme workplan for 1996. This was
presented by Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, Programme Manager, and the
PDMO staft#g)r. Huming Yu, Technical Adviser; Dr. Gil Jacinto,
Network Coordinator on Marine Pollution Information and
Monitoring; Dr. Antonio La Vifia, Coordinator on International
Conventions: and Mr. James Paw, Technical Programme Officer),
and Mr. 5. Adrian Ross, Senior Technical Officer, IMO-London.

1. Demonstration Projects.

concept and strategy paper on Sustainable Financing was
presented and adopted at the Second PSC. The revised
plan addresses sustainable financing on two fronts, namely:
the use of demonstration sites as testing grounds for
financing mechanisms appropriate at the local level; and
mobilization and channeling of in-country and external
resources to ensure sustainable programs. In November
1996, aregional conference will be held in Manila to gather
more information and support to the Sustainable Financing
activities.

5. Capacity-building/Training. A major effort of
the Programme has

Progress in the implementation of
activities at the three demonstration
sites — Xiamen (China), Batangas Bay
{(Philippines), and Malacca Straits —
was highlighted. Of particular concern
was the potential usefulness of the
institutional and organizational
frameworks being developed and
applied at Xiamen and Batangas Bay
demonstration sites. This gained
support from  local governments and
will be institutionalized for replication
in other coastal areas of the region.
Similarly, the activities of the Malacca
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been to develop human
resources in the region
g en— to effectively im-
e 1 plement appropriate
] preventive, control, and
mitigating measures to
address marine pollu-
tion. During the first
two years, its focus has
been in the formulation
of a strategy or approach
that would provide a
long-term, sustainable,
and efficient program.
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Straits Project have been endorsed by
the three littoral States — Malaysia,
Singapore, and Indonesia.
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The participants noted
the collaborative efforts
with Sida, CMC, and
the Programme in

Monitoring and Information Management (MPMIM). Dr. Gil
Jacinto presented the activities under the MPMIM component of
the Programme. Efforts have focused on the development of the
regional network for marine pollution monitoring and the
production of technical materials, such as a handbook on S5ampling
and Analytical Techniques for Marine Pollution Monitoring and a
directory of institutions and individuals involved in coastal and
marine research and management. The latter has been waiting
for the survey returns from participating countries,

3. Ratification of International Conventions. Dr.
Antonio La Viia reported the various activities in promoting the
ratification and implementation of international conventions.
These include the establishment of a regional network of legal
experts on marine pollution which aimed at assisting the
participating countries in developing marine pollution legislations
along with the technical capability to implement such legislations
and international conventions.

4. Sustainable Financing. In June 1994, the First PSC
meeting resolved that the Executing Agency should work with
other institutions to develop a practical project plan for the
Sustainable Financing component of the Programme. The PSC
further emphasized that the financial mechanisms to be used by
local governments should be identified and, eventually, integrated
into the demonstration site activities. Following extensive
consultations with experts and a review of research materials, a

implementing the annual regional Integrated Coastal
Management (ICM) training course. Further activities
involve linkages with various institutions in the region such
as the Xiamen University, the University of the Philippines,
and National University of Singapore.

Based on the 1995 training needs survey, a number
of training courses were identified.

6. Strengthening of Collaborative/Cooperative
Activities

With UN Agencies. Concerted efforts were made
with other projects or programs being undertaken by UN
technical agencies. Funding was provided to support the
efforts of the United Nations Environment Programme’s
Regional Coordinating Unit/East Asian Seas in conducting
studies on handling of dangerous chemicals in ports and
harbors in the East Asian region. Formal arrangements are
now being finalized with the Food and Agriculture
Organization, the Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific/
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the Bay
of Bengal Programme to implement joint activities along
mutual interests in the region, as well as with the Group of
Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution and
Global Investigation of Pollution in the Marine
Environment/Group of Experts on Effects of Pollutants.

(Continued on page 4)
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