Modified Version of Sensitivity Ranking for Coastal Ecosystems and Habitats
(Malacca Straits Environmental Profile, 1997).

Delicate coral-algal symbiosis and diverse associated
reaf flora and fauna; recovery of coral fram severs
ailing may take up to 5-10 years for reestablizhment
of complete reef ecosystem: sensitive to dispersants,

. Mangrove

Impartant nursery areas for commercial shrimp

speclies and supports detritus-based food chaing
protocts shoreline from eresion; oil may porsist
in mangrove habitat, espocially whore tidal
Tlushing is reduced; recovery may take
sovaral yoars; sensitive lo dispersants,

sensitive; this is a qualitative
order and not based on
quantitative criteria

Impartant productive habital
for aquatic arganisms; high
spcloeconomic importance for large
estuaries; difficult to adequately
mitigate oil spills in estuaries,

Upwielling zones nutrient-rich waters
support concantrations of pelagic
and benthic organisms; sensitive

to disporsants.

¢) Tidal Flats

Shores impacts vary according to
substrate type, elc,

Productive biclegical habkitat; high organic matter
contant of sedimaent will incroase porsistonos;
natural clean-up recommendoed,

Productive habitat and diverse assoclated fauna
and flora; usually located in subtidal and not
affactod diroctly: contaminated bottom sediments
may cause most damage; recovery may take
saveral yoars; sensitive to disporsants

| 5 Seagrass Beds .
.

Shores wave action and tidal flushing
reduce the impacts associated
with oil spllls

Fhots credite: 1. Marrls 5 Pelersen; 2. T Singh; 3 GEOQFIC
Earth Satellite Corporation; 4 8 4 A, T. White; Baciground
photo coudesy of Japan Muims Safely Apendy

Our grand business is not to see what lies dimly at a distance,

but to do what lies clearly at hand.

Thomas Carlyle
Hiztorian and Philosopher
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