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22nd EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING                         EC/22/DOC/02 
Agenda Item: 2.0 
 

ANNEX 2 
 

Summary of the EAS Congress International Conference and Recommendations 
 

1.0 International Conference   
 

 (Theme) "25 Years of Partnerships for Healthy Oceans, People and Economies: 
Moving as One with the Global Ocean Agenda" 
 

 (Objectives) The EAS Congress 2018 aims to involve all relevant stakeholders to: 
Map and Align, Share, Build, Track, Contribute 
 

 (Program of Activities) Ocean Talk and SEA Exchange, Partnership Hubs 
 

 (Number of countries represented) 19 Countries 
 

 (Number of participants/profile of participants) Attended by more than 900 
stakeholders from National and Local Governments, the United Nations system, 
intergovernmental organizations, bilateral and multi-lateral projects, international 
financial institutions, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, 
academic institutions, the scientific community, the private sectors, and other 
stakeholders 
 

 (Ocean Talk and SEA Exchange) 
- SDGs and the Oceans 
- Oceans and Climate Resilience 
- Financing Habitat Restoration and Sustainable Fisheries 
- Marine Pollution and Ocean Plastics 
- Water Security 
 

 (Partnership Hubs) 
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2.0 Recommended Actions from the EAS Congress 2018   

Partnership Hub 
Track 

Recommended Actions 

1. Climate and 
    Blue Carbon 

1. Research efforts should be coordinated through network 
of research institutes within EAS region in order to 
expedite and maximize the resources for such 
efforts. PEMSEA is requested to consider coordinating 
the establishment of such a network focusing on, for 
example: 

a) improved tracking of blue carbon gains and losses, 
quantification and reporting of GHG emissions and 
removals; 

b) measuring and weighing the significance of coastal 
blue carbon ecosystems across policy areas, 
planning and development documents, at regional, 
national and local levels; 

c) providing scientific basis and input to climate 
change vulnerability assessments, adaptation and 
resilience plans and promoting the role of coastal 
blue carbon ecosystems as a vehicle for sustainable 
environmental infrastructure; and 

d) building on/strengthening bilateral and regional 
cooperation of PEMSEA countries to enhance joint 
planning and implementation of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation through the NDC 
framework.   

2. Marine 
    Pollution and 
    Clean Water  

1. National and local governments of the region, 
international/regional organizations, financial institutions, 
donors, investors, the private sector and 
universities/research institutions need to work 
collaboratively and in a mutually supportive manner over 
the next 3 years to demonstrate progress in: 

a) overcoming marine litter and plastics 
mismanagement, including: i) development and 
implementation of targeted research; ii) 
demonstration projects that provide learning 
experiences and best practices in innovative 
technologies, financing and public-private 
partnership mechanisms; and iii) enhanced capacity 
development, monitoring and information sharing; 

b) Developing and demonstrating a ‘regional approach’ 
to S2S governance and management, building on 
existing experiences, sharing knowledge and best 
practices on effective institutional mechanisms, 
policies/strategies, legislation, financing, and 
investments from new projects, and helping to 
increase S2S effectiveness and reach.  
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3. Biodiversity 
   and Coastal 
   Management 

1. PEMSEA, EU and other potential partners are invited to 
collaborate with ACB to achieve Target 11, in 
partnership with ASEAN Member States. 

2. PEMSEA and other regional organizations are invited to 
collaborate with RARE in a multi-stakeholder roundtable 
discussion to further tackle solutions that work in 
addressing major issues (e.g., sustainable financing; 
marine tenure; behaviour change; collaboration; and 
partnerships).  

4. Governance 
    and  
    Partnerships 

1. PNLG members and other interested local governments 
with ICM-related programs are requested to pursue ICM 
certification, with support from PEMSEA and other 
partners who are familiar with the ICM Code.  

2. Regional organizations and countries implementing LME 
SAPs and regional/sub-regional action plans (e.g., South 
China Sea, Gulf of Thailand, Indonesian Seas, Sulu-
Sulawesi Seas, Yellow Sea) need to: 

a) strengthen their engagement with the private sector 

b) capture the lessons learned in achieving the SDG 14 
targets for scaling up efforts and replication 

c) work closely together, especially those that share a 
country within their boundaries. 

3. PEMSEA is requested to collaborate with other regional 
organizations to avoid overlap between existing bodies, to 
collaborate on the development and implementation of 
actions plans and other initiatives that would be 
complementary and cost-effective. 

5. Research and 
   Tools 

1. PEMSEA is requested to partner with local governments 
and other institutions to promote and apply new and 
innovative tools for planning, implementation and 
management of ICM programs.  

2. Government agencies at all levels are invited to consider 
Earth Observation use in developing and implementing 
environmental management plans.  

3.  PEMSEA is requested to facilitate mentoring and twinning 
activities for better policy making and decision making 
through closer collaboration between local governments 
and the academe through PNLG and PNLC networks. 

6. Ocean 
    Industry and 
    Finance 

1. PEMSEA, IMO and WIMA Asia are requested to 
collaborate on the mechanics of forming a maritime and 
port sector network in the region, as well as making 
women and gender balance a part of future workshops 
and EAS Congresses. 

2 a) PEMSEA is encouraged to continue working with local, 
national, regional and global partners to fulfil these 
opportunities to develop financing approaches and build 
a pipeline of investible projects. 
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2 b) PEMSEA and other development partners in the EAS 
region are requested to explore the establishment of a 
joint Regional Sustainable Business Alliance for 
Oceans, focused around a specific topic relevant to 
companies across multiple sectors (e.g., ocean plastic 
pollution). 

3. National governments are requested to expedite the 
development of ocean energy sources in order to combat 
climate change and promote blue economy growth 
through strong policy and legal foundation as well as 
efficient coordinating mechanisms. 

7. Blue  
   Economy 

1. PEMSEA and other regional organizations are requested 
to: 

a) prepare a policy brief on critical factors promoting 
stakeholder involvement and science based approach 
in blue economy, underscoring knowledge exchange 
on good practices and lessons; 

b) promote integrated planning for improving ocean 
health and socio-economic benefits in their regional 
action plans, including the development, 
implementation and financing of national ocean 
policies 

2. Countries are requested to consider: 

a) updating their national SOC reports every 3 to 5 years 

b) utilizing ocean accounts as input to ocean health 
conservation programs and financing strategies 

c) addressing data gaps in ocean accounts 

d) formulating national blue economy policies.. 

 
 

*** 


