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Good afternoon, everyone. 
 
Welcome to the 26th Executive Committee (EC) Meeting, which is an expanded meeting to include 
country and non-country partners. 
 
It is our first meeting of the year and I trust that all of you had a positive start despite the persistent 
and prevailing uncertainties of the global pandemic. 
 
I am pleased to note that we have many participants in the meeting as we have important decisions 
to make this afternoon, primarily on the strategic direction and actions to promote sustainable, 
inclusive, and resilient blue economies in the region.  
 
But first, we need to congratulate ourselves and the PEMSEA Resource Facility (PRF) for surviving the 
past year. We will hear from the Secretariat on the 2020 collective accomplishments of the partnership 
as well as the successful conclusion of the UNDP/GEF Project on Scaling up the Implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia (SDS-SEA).   
 
The work slowdown in 2020 due to the pandemic also provided a perfect opportunity for the PC to 
review the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan (IP) 2018-2022; review partnership arrangements with non-
country partners; and draft the charter of the PEMSEA Network of Learning Centers (PNLC) and the 
PEMSEA Training and Capacity Development Plan for 2021-2025, among others. We also plan to work 
with the Secretariat and members of the PEMSEA Network of Local Governments (PNLG) to develop 
their Strategic Action Plan (SAP) from 2022 to 2027/30. The 13th PC Meeting in July will be a key 
meeting to discuss all of the above and more. Hence, we plan to undertake a step-wise approach 
leading up to the EAS Congress 2021 in December.  
 
The Congress is one of our key governance mechanisms. It is a triennial event where we review our 
accomplishments and commitments over the last three years and get high level commitments through 
a Ministerial Declaration. For 2021, we plan on making an EAS Roadmap to 2030, and in the short-
term, our plans for the next three years.   
 
We will take a careful look of the future of the partnership, especially on its institutional and financial 
sustainability. We need to come up with a balanced approach which marries: a) the values, principles, 
and opportunities carefully cultivated and generated through years of transforming ourselves from a 
marine pollution project to a leading regional partnership mechanism; and b) available opportunities 
to become a stronger, collaborative, partnership. 
 
To be able to do this, we hope and expect active support from everyone beginning from today’s 
discussion on how to sustain the gains we have made in the past 28 years, especially at the local and 
national levels and, at the same time, identify concrete opportunities and challenges—taking into 
account the global pandemic, international agreements, and local and national needs, priorities, and 
resource—and suggest ways to seize opportunities and overcome challenges together. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to a productive meeting. 
 


