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Good afternoon everyone! 
 
Thanks Dr. Ca for giving me the floor to me for the closing remarks. 
 
I am delighted to see all colleagues here in the 26th EC meeting, and I really appreciate your 
participation and commitment. Based on today’s sessions, I am pleased to learn about the 
accomplishments of PEMSEA for the year of 2020 despite the on-going challenges posed by the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
It is undeniable that the issues of Covid-19 have affected the way we interact with one another. 
Unfortunately, it has caused many lives, and it has seriously interrupted the economies of many 
countries. Such issues have made many people struggled with their livelihood, especially those who 
are already vulnerable to climate change impacts. In fact, the environmental issues still continue to 
post concerns in the present and the future; these concerns include environmental threats from 
climate change, unsustainable fishing practices, marine pollution, and ocean-based trade and 
industry. 
 
In the face of these concerns, I am happy to see States, development partners, and stakeholders 
putting forward their efforts and cooperation to address the issues. The EAS Region has proved to be 
a key ecological and socio-economic zone of the region’s blue economy. Its sustainability will help 
countries in the region to benefit from the ecological services, tourism and abundant fishery 
resources. I believe that we are taking the right path toward ensuring the EAS Region’s environmental 
and economical sustainability. Such sustainability will significantly contribute a part toward helping 
States achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. As such, I sincerely encourage our 
colleagues to work together more closely to make further progress to achieve our targets and goals 
even during this difficult time. 
 
On a related note, as Mr. Arief mentioned in the Opening Remarks, the Congress is an essential event 
for us to get high level commitment through a Ministerial Declaration. The success of the Congress 
would require much needed preparation and cooperation from all parties involved. And your efforts 
in doing so will be much appreciated. In this regard, I also want to take this opportunity to express my 
sincere thanks to the Royal Government of Cambodia and the local government of Preah Sihanouk 
province for their generosity and continued supports to host the EAS Congress in December 2021. In 
addition, I would like to express my appreciation to the organizing committee of the EAS Congress for 
their efforts in coming up with a creative way of conducting EAS Congress in accordance with the “new 
normal” way of life. I highly look forward to the EAS Congress 2021, and I strongly believe that it will 
be a successful event. 
 
Finally, many thanks to the PRF secretariat for successfully organizing the meeting. I would like to 
officially announce the closing of the 26th Executive Committee Meeting of the Partnerships in 
Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia. 
 
Once again, I really appreciate the participation of everyone today. I wish you all good health and stay 
safe. Thank you. 


